This especially holds true for present-day Belarus, where the Soviet victory in the so-called Great Patriotic War is part of the state's raison d'etre. The dictatorial regime of current president Alexander Lukashenko emphasises the partisans' alleged heroic deeds as part of the greater narrative, according to which the Belorussians played the most decisive part in defending the world against the 'brown plague'.s There are only rare exceptions to this rule, such as the short study by the Belarussian journalist Viktar Khursik, which describes how a partisan detachment burned down a village near Minsk and killed most of its inhabitants. 9 On the other hand, in German historiography the partisans were described mainly on the basis of the contents of Wehrmacht documents. During earlier post-war decades, most historians adopted the former German Army's perspective that the partisans had been irregular forces whose treatment had not been subject to the Hague Convention. According to that view, the mere existence of partisans was illegal. Therefore, their harsh treatment was justified, as were retaliatory measures against civilians who supported them. lO Over the last 20 years this picture changed considerably. Historians showed not only that the Germans conducted anti-partisan warfare very brutally, but also that they often used it to camouflage their policies of annihilation -particularly against Jews and Sinti and Roma -and economic exploitation. l1 However accurate this approach was, it still relied exclusively on German sources and therefore failed to analyse the partisan side. Moreover, after the end of the Cold War, Western historians accessed formerly closed documents and concentrated on the conflict between Germans and partisans. Yet they paid little attention to the partisans' relationship with the civilian population.12 Polish historians have addressed this omission. 13 But while Soviet and post-Soviet historians mainly portrayed the partisans in a positive light, their Polish colleagues did quite the opposite.
Russian historian Aleksandr Gogun recently published the most comprehensive account on the Soviet partisan movement. He examines the partisan movement in Ukraine and sheds light on nearly all its aspects, including its relationship with the indigenous population. However deserving his book is, some of Gogun's assessments seem to be influenced by a strong anti-Soviet and anti-communist attitude. It will therefore be interesting to see whether future research backs his findings that the partisans behaved in an almost exclusively hostile way towards civilians. 14 In 2004 the Polish-German historian Bogdan Musial published a comprehensive edition of partisan sources that shed light on various aspects of the Soviet underground movement, including
